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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS at The Ursuline School Commencement, May 29, 2015 
By Mrs. Eileen F. Davidson, H’12 
 

Graduation is an event that encourages each one of us to reflect on the 145 young 
women gathered here today in caps and gowns.  Our students, our daughters, our 
sisters, our granddaughters, our friends. After so many “conclusions” - your last day of 
class, the last time you would wear your Ursuline uniform, your last meal in the 
cafeteria, your last game or concert - we now celebrate your “commencement” as you 
begin the next chapter of your lives.  
 

I believe in the enormous potential of each of you graduating today and feel an 
enormous sense of pride and certainty that you could not be better prepared for the 
journey ahead. 
 

It is striking to note your connections to other students and alumnae. In the Class of 
2015:   

 25  have younger sisters 
 18 have sisters who are alumnae 
 8 moms are alums 
 2 are the granddaughters of alums 
 5 have alumnae aunts 
 4 have alumnae great aunts 
 there are 2 sets of twins, and 
 2 are daughters of trustees. 

 

You have submitted more than 1,000 college applications and have won $18.3 million in 
academic scholarships. You are a class that is first in having a Naval Academy 
acceptance and a student who can choose between Harvard and Yale. You have two 
Con Ed scholar athletes. You all share in the pride and joy of your classmates’ 
accomplishments. 
 

I spoke recently at the National Honor Society of a new trend in academia of 
redirecting our measurement of academic success.    
 

The message states that students should not just work on building transcripts, but 
concentrate on how they would like to be remembered after they have graduated.  We 
are told that schools should focus on elevating the importance of character.  
 

Bestsellers such as “Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be”, by Frank Bruni, “Excellent 
Sheep: The Miseducation of the American Elite and the Way to a Meaningful Life”, by 
William Deresiewicz and “The Road to Character”, by David Brooks, all attempt to place 
a renewed importance on developing young people as individuals of SUBSTANCE and 
INTEGRITY rather than as mere resumes and transcripts. 
 

Commencement speakers love to encourage graduates to find their passion - to lean in 
- to realize they are special - sometimes to realize they are not so special. It is not 
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unusual to leave a commencement ceremony (if you have been able to listen to any of 
what has been said at all!) feeling burdened by impossibly high expectations and even 
more anxious about leaving the comfort and security of the high school community 
which has become like a second home. 
 

But you are among the lucky ones.  The premium placed upon personal values and 
character development is not new at Ursuline.  Within the classroom and through 
extracurricular activities, you have been encouraged to get involved.  You have been 
encouraged to fully participate; to have an opinion;  to develop empathy through 
global awareness;  and to realize the importance of grit and resilience. Without 
being aware of it, you have had experiences, both positive and negative, that were 
designed to help you build your moral compass, develop values and define your 
spirit. 
 

You have had time to develop your spiritual self through retreats, reconciliation 
services and school-wide Masses. Your senior year starts, quite deliberately, with a 
spiritual retreat so that prayer and reflection can set the tone for the year. Even through 
a joyous and playful Ring Day theme of Dr. Seuss, a meaningful message of 
stewardship of the earth was clarified.  
 

You were visited by young alumnae who returned to share with you their experiences 
beyond Ursuline and to comfort you, knowing full well the stress you were under waiting 
for college acceptances in January.  
 

Over the past few weeks, many of you have probably wondered why the message that 
your choice of college will not define you comes only after you worked so hard to get 
there. You may ask yourself if the countless hours spent in the classroom, on the field 
and on the stage, doing homework at the kitchen table late into the night, were truly 
necessary. 
 

Rest assured you have not been deceived.  Your hard work has granted you 
entrance into an elite group that only this diploma can confer.  Today you join the 7,500 
plus alumnae of The Ursuline School. 
 

But you have more than the advantage of having attained an Ursuline school degree. 
Catholic values have permeated every lesson and activity. You have been encouraged 
to see God in all things. You have had an education shaped and developed by the 
Ursuline philosophy of education that has been honed for almost 500 years by the 
Ursuline sisters and their lay successors.  You have had teachers who valued you 
and took their role in your education very seriously. 
 

And finally, you have another advantage. You have grown into adulthood at a school 
that has as its motto Serviam. You have provided service to others, which not only 
united you with all Roman Union Ursuline schools around the world, but afforded 
opportunities to learn of international issues and develop recognition of your global 
citizenship. You have collected pennies for children in Afghanistan; clothes for 
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Nicaragua; donated blood; helped clean up streets and rebuild homes in areas affected 
by Hurricanes Sandy and Katrina; and donated much needed food to local soup 
kitchens.  
 

The spirit of the Class of 2015 has been extraordinary in so many ways. As freshmen, 
your bonding to one another and to your school was accelerated as you lived through a 
tragic loss that struck our school to the core; yet know that Eira’s spirit is with us here 
today.   
 
The Class of 2015 is unique in that -   
You have had three principals;   
You lived to see cell phone use in the caf;   
You gave us a beautiful new way to enjoy the JB commons and to leave a very visible 
reminder of your generosity;  
You enjoyed TV in the caf, snow day tweets, and a school Facebook page; 
You went paperless for our celebration of Mass; 
You have hosted Ursuline students from Australia, South Africa and Paris; 
You learned to Code and taught others; 
You advocated ever so briefly for a co-ed Ursuline; 
You held the first senior sleepover in the gym; and 

had the most clever senior prank I have witnessed in my 32 years at the school. 
You have been there for each other and you have been fun!  
 

In “The Road to Character”, Brooks inspires us by encouraging us to celebrate the fact 
that extraordinary people are made, not born,  and that you have already started that 
construction project.  
 

Be better than you used to be  -  not better than others. Be ready for moral 
adventures. Ask: What is life asking of me? Not merely: What do I want out of life?  
In the words of Aristotle: “Excellence is never an accident... choice, not chance, 
determines your destiny.” 
 

How did it get so late so soon?  
My goodness how the time has flewn.  
How did it get so late so soon? 

 

Since Ring Day, this phrase has had a profound effect on me.  I will always think of you 
in those terms. How did you complete four- and for some  - seven years of Ursuline so 
quickly? How did you go from being 4 foot high, 10 year olds, to the sophisticated young 
women before us? How can we so clearly see the results of time and not have noticed 
the process? 
 

Sr. JB had a quote she always used whenever she spoke before parents: “Give us your 
little girls and we will give them back as young women.”  I cannot think of a more 
appropriate class to which JB’s promise applies. 
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You have taken the best we had to give and made it better. 
 

May you always remember Ursuline as a community you love and where you were 
loved. May you visit often, and think of no other place you would send your daughters.  
 

May you always remember The Ursuline School as a place that helped shape you as a 
woman and set you on the path to fulfill your own unique potential. 
 

Indulge me to quote Dr. Seuss one last time:    
“Don’t cry because it is over...Smile because it happened.” 
 


