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Ring Day Speech 2018 

The Ursuline School, New Rochelle 

Mrs. Davidson 

 

Welcome to the Class of 2019 Ring Day! This has got to be the best day ever! 

Ms. Quartaro, Mrs. Labella and Mrs. DiIorio could not have worked longer or 

harder at creating such an escape from reality. Dr. Shamey, your balloon art leaves 

us floating, and that is not “inflated praise.” 

 

Thank you to the Junior class: all 160 of you who started at the beginning of the 

summer to design this other world you have prepared for us to travel through to get 

to the gym. We submerged and suspended reality to travel through a coral reef 

without so much as a snorkel. 

 

Mr. Lorden and the Junior grade level faculty reps, thank you for giving up your 

Sunday to bring this fantasy to life. 

   

As we travel under the sea, I am sure you join me in visualizing “The Little 

Mermaid” among other sea characters such as Nemo and Dory and SpongeBob 

but, I think Ariel is the most significant for you today.  This movie, released almost 

30 years ago, brought Disney studios back to life.  Disney had not had a hit in 26 

years - actually not since “Snow White.”  There’s a lesson in perseverance.  

Unknown to most, the story was written by Hans Christian Anderson as a dark 

fairy tale to scare children into being good. To this day, visitors travel to the city of 

Copenhagen, Denmark to see the iconic statue of the mermaid proudly displayed in 

the harbor. 

 

I love that Disney represents so many female characters as heroines - Cinderella, 

Snow White, Belle from “Beauty and the Beast,” Anna and Elsa from “Frozen” 

and so on.  So often these are young women who have dealt with loss, most often 

the loss of a parent.  Girls who have had to become the adult all too soon, often as 

caregivers, demonstrating strength seldom demanded of the young. Challenged by 

cruel stepmothers, doddering fathers, sibling rivals, or even beastly captors, these 

heroines prevail against the odds. 
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Far too often, however, these heroines overlook their own gifts and await a hero to 

save them, symbolized by an awakening kiss. Searching for someone to join you 

on the journey of life is a noble pursuit but, looking for a savior, instead of a 

partner, robs you of achieving your own unique potential. I caution you to never 

underestimate your own strength, your own power, and your own magic. 

 

Back to “Under the Sea” and “The Little Mermaid.” Ariel is one of seven sisters, 

daughters of Triton, who represent the seven seas. Ariel is unique. A gifted 

songstress, she becomes enchanted with a human she has saved from drowning. 

There you go, Ariel! 

 

She longs for legs which will enable her to walk on dry earth, the land of her love. 

Disregarding repeated warnings, and defying her father’s orders, Ariel makes a 

deal with the dark and ruthless Ursula! (Hmm…) She will surrender her voice for 

legs! 

 

From today on, I am sure you will watch “The Little Mermaid” with a more critical 

eye. I cannot help but tie in the Ring Day theme and draw some comparisons, so 

forgive me if I am ruining the movie for you. 

 

Like Ariel, you are surrounded by your loving biological family, your guests, and a 

sisterhood right here at Ursuline, the school in which you swim!  Not unlike Dory 

prompting Nemo to keep on swimming, keep on swimming, we have challenged 

you to keep moving. Ursuline has encouraged you to develop your gifts and among 

those gifts, the most important, is your voice.  

 

For over 120 years, Ursuline has lived its mission of empowering girls, instilling in 

them the self-confidence to speak their minds, to defend an opinion, to debate an 

issue.  Your Ursuline ring identifies you as an Ursuline student and soon an 

alumna, and it is unique. It never goes out of style.   

 

The other evening, we had an alumna, Class of 1941, now 95 years of age, 

reminisce about walking through the ring on her Ring Day in October 1940.   I 

might add, much to your parents’ chagrin, her ring cost $18 back then. Although its 
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price has changed over the years, its value remains as a precious legacy of the 

community of exceptional women you have joined.   

 

Your determination to live your best life may not always be understood by others. 

Sabastian sings, “The seaweed is always greener in someone else’s lake, 

You dream about going up there but that is a big mistake. 

Such wonderful things surround you 

What more are you looking for?” 

 

Unlike Ariel’s friend, Sebastian, I encourage you to dream about the beyond, 

aspire to move out of your sphere of comfort,  

take a risk,  

be bold.  

Many will question why you would want to leave the cocoon of life, never 

breaking the surface of the sea. As Hans Christian Anderson told us never to 

forget: “The whole world is a series of miracles, but we’re so used to them, we call 

them ordinary things.” 

           

Aim high, don’t fear failure: your greatest threat is complacency.   

 

I trust the ring you receive today will serve you well. It will be the reminder of 

where you found your voice, refined what makes you unique, and confirmed your 

membership in this empowered community of Ursuline.  The place where you 

learned to stand proudly on the legs that will support you through all the challenges 

and triumphs that lie ahead.  As Dory would say, “Just keep swimming, just keep 

swimming, just keep swimming.” 

 

I congratulate each and every one of you on this special day! I know you agree, as 

SpongeBob would say, that this is the Best Day Ever! 

 

 

  


