
The Ursuline School 
Social Studies 

 
Summer Reading  2017 - 10th Grade 

 

GLOBAL HISTORY 2 HONORS 

Read: A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah   

Directions: While reading, prepare the following discussion questions for the 
first week of class. Use examples and details from the book… 

1) Ishmael’s culture and values are very different from Western culture and 
values.  

Identify the word “Western”  *Identify three cultural practices and the 
meaning of each *Can these practices be compared to any Western practice?  

2) Violence is a major theme of the story as Ishmael experienced different 
types of violence.  

*What did Ishmael and the other boys do when they were not on missions?  

*What movies did they like to watch? Why?  

*What does this tell us about their childhood, what and how they were taught, 
and their personalities?  

*What did Ishmael’s experiences teach you about the consequences of war 
and violence?  

*Give two examples each of physical violence and psychological violence 
found in the book.   

3) Ishmael reflected on how a rebel soldier had interrogated an old man, 
“Before the war a young man wouldn’t have dared to talk to anyone older in 
such a rude manner. We grew up in a culture that demanded good behavior 
from everyone, and especially from the young” (p. 33).  



*How has war changed Ishmael’s culture?  

*How has war affected the childhood of many children, both boys and girls, 
from Ishmael’s village and around the world?   

4) Ishmael’s time at the Benin Home was a time of rehabilitation and 
redemption. *Why was music such an important part of Ishmael’s 
rehabilitation? *What kinds of music did Ishmael like? Why did he connect 
with these types of music? What is it about music that mattered to him? *How 
did Esther guide Ishmael and help him rehabilitate?   

5) Ishmael writes “This was one of the consequences of the civil war. People 
stopped trusting each other, and every stranger became an enemy” (p. 36)  

*How does civil war not only change places but people?  

*How has civil war changed Ishmael and his friends?   

6) Ishmael’s experiences in New York City differed drastically from both his 
experiences at home and his images of New York.  

*How did Ishmael’s experiences in NYC differ from what he had pictured?  

*What did Ishmael like most about New York? What didn’t he like? *Why was 
Ishmael visiting New York in the first place?  *what is Ishmael doing now to 
help child soldiers?  
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Preface: Welcome to college! Well, not exactly. Advanced Placement, or 
AP, courses are college-level courses, or at least they should be. As such, 
they serve up more challenges than standard secondary school courses, and 
not just because there is much more content to cover; in fact, the sheer 
amount of content is not what distinguishes an AP course as a college-level 
course. It’s not a memorization course; it’s an understanding course. 
What really makes an AP course college-level is that it makes you think; 
think critically, think creatively, think historically…basically, to think at all, 
and, perhaps most vitally, to think for yourself. Many students can cram 
facts and figures, but few can understand how they work and why they 
matter. It’s about analysis, connections, mastery. Accomplishing this is 
“like a new knowledge of reality,” as the poet Wallace Stevens wrote. 
Instructions: This summer you will read two essays and one book, and 
you will acquaint yourself with the physical and political maps of Europe. 
The first essay, “Europe: Conceptualizing a Continent,” is about the idea of 
Europe. The second essay, “What is a European?” is about what it means 
(or doesn’t mean) to be a European. The book, “Civilization: The West 
and The Rest,” is about how and why Europe became a breakout, 
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dominant civilization. The physical and political maps of Europe are 
included so that you can get to know the neighborhood, so to speak, and 
begin to understand some of the geographic, cultural and socioeconomic 
distinctions within Europe itself. The maps are accessed via links, but any 
updated map will suffice. 
  
Considerations: When you read the essays and the book, read deeply, 
thoughtfully and critically. Think about what you are reading; reflect. Don’t 
try (and fail) to memorize everything. Try (and succeed) to understand the 
big picture, the underlying current, the hidden pattern. You will write a 
reflective response to both essays and the book. Write clearly, concisely 
and creatively. Think about what you are writing; really reflect. 
For the physical and political maps of Europe, you will have a quiz when 
you return in September; a double map quiz. To wit, you will be given a 
two-sided blank map of Europe, and on one side you will outline the 
boundaries of the countries and list their capitals, and on the other side you 
will fill in the physical features. Remember, the map will be totally blank! 
No borders of countries, no little triangles indicating mountains, nothing 
but the overall image of Europe. Make sure you know that map of Europe! 
  
Encouragements: The readings are challenging. Don’t let that intimidate 
you! It takes time and practice to get used to it, but you will get used to it, I 
assure you. This course is a reading course; reading deeply is the most 
important work you will do and skill you will hone. Moreover, and flowing 
directly from your hard work reading, your summer reading writings must 
mirror and complement the advanced level of the readings, but NOT the 
advanced length of the readings. Therefore, each response to the two 
essays may be no more than 500 words. The response to the book may be no 
more than 1000 words. Choose the words thoughtfully, and make each 
thought count. Do not use a hatchet where a scalpel will do. Succinct! 
 
Below are the prompts which you will respond to. The prompts are meant 
to gently guide your response, but feel free to take your reflections in a 
number of directions. Don’t rattle off a dull recap of the readings; analyze, 
connect, question, reflect. Make sure you tell me what YOU think about all 



of this. Tell me what you liked, what surprised you, what you never knew 
or thought to suspect. In your written word revel in your growing world! 
  
  
Europe: Conceptualizing a Continent (essay, by Anthony Pagden) 
catdir.loc.gov/catdir/samples/cam031/2001025960.pdf 
(click on the above link; then read pages 33-54 only) 
Prompt: According to the author, what is Europe? What do you think about 
it? (500 words) 
  
 
What is a European? (essay, by A.S. Byatt) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/13/magazine/what-is-a-european.html 
(click on the above link; then read the entire article) 
Prompt: According to the author, what is a European? What do you think 
about it? (500 words) 
  
  
Civilization: The West and the Rest (book, by Niall Ferguson) 
Prompt: According to the author, how did the West achieve global 
predominance? What are its prospects for maintaining that predominance 
in this and future centuries? What do you think? (1000 words or less) 
http://www.amazon.com/Civilization-West-Rest-Niall-
Ferguson/dp/1594203059/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=133977
3519&sr=1-1&keywords=the+west+and+the+rest 
  
 
Physical and Political Maps of Europe: 
You must familiarize yourselves with the physical and political maps of 
Europe. You must memorize every nation (its name and location) and 
every capital (just the name, not the location) as well as every physical 
feature (its name and location) that I’ve selected and listed below. 
 
Good Map, Political With Some Physical 
http://www.ezilon.com/maps/images/Europe-physical-map.gif 
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Nice Map, Extensive Physical, Political 
http://enfo.agt.bme.hu/drupal/sites/default/files/Europe-physical-
map_0.jpg 
 
Fine Map, Good Zoom-In 
http://www.geoatlas.com/medias/maps/Europe%20and%20EU/Europe
%20XL/Eu54ro8pe97X6L/EUROPE_XL_phy.jpg 
 
Physical Features of Europe: 
In addition to being able to indicate the locations and draw the boundaries 
of all the European countries (and list their capitals) on a blank map of 
Europe, you must also be able to locate all of the following selected 
features on a blank map of Europe for the September two-sided map quiz! 
 
LAND: 
The Balkan Peninsula 
The Crimean Peninsula 
The Iberian Peninsula 
The Italian (Appenine) Peninsula 
The Jutland Peninsula 
The Kola Peninsula 
The Scandinavian Peninsula 
The North European Plain 
The Alps 
The Carpathian Mts. 
The Caucasus Mts. 
The Pyrenees 
The Kjolen Mts. 
The Ural Mts. 
The Balearic Islands 
The British Isles 
Corsica 
Crete 
Cyprus 
Iceland 
Ireland 
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Malta 
Sicily 
 
WATER: 
The Atlantic Ocean 
The Adriatic Sea 
The Aegean Sea 
The Sea of Azov 
The Baltic Sea 
The Barents Sea 
The Black Sea 
The Caspian Sea 
The Ionian Sea 
The Sea of Marmara 
The Mediterranean Sea 
The North Sea 
The Norwegian Sea 
The Tyrrhenian Sea 
The White Sea 
Lake Ladoga 
The Bay of Biscay 
The Gulf of Bothnia 
The English Channel 
The Bosporus 
The Dardanelles 
The Strait of Gibraltar 
The Danube River 
The Rhine River 
The Seine 
The Thames 
The Volga River 
 
Postscript: Your three, typed and terrific responses are due in class 
Monday, September 11, 2017. If you have any questions you may email me. 
Since it is summertime, I may not get back to you right away, but I will get 
back to you. Good luck and, seriously, have fun! The journey begins… 
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Welcome to APUSH. Your summer assignment will cover most of Period 1 as 
outlined by AP Collegeboard. Period 1 covers topics from Pre-Columbian to 
colonial North America.  
 
Required Text:  
 
Zinn, Howard, A People’s History of the United States, HarperCollins Publishers: 

New York, NY, 2015.  
 
 
**Students should have picked up the book from TUS on 6/21 or 6/22. 
 
 
Review Book (Strongly Recommended): Any edition after 2015 would 
suffice.  
 
United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination, John 

J. Newman & John M. Schmalbach, 3rd Edition, AMSCO School 
Publications, 2016. 

 
 
Optional Book: Very helpful extra text for in depth, but brief summaries of 
American History that very closely follow the Collegeboard periods.  
 



 
Boyer, Paul, American History, A Very Short Introduction, Oxford University 

Press: New York, NY, 2013.  
 
 
Assignment:  
 
1. Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Zinn. You should take your own notes on your 
reading of these chapters. Get a large notebook. It is new APUSH policy that 
notes must be handwritten. Laptops may not be used during class time to take 
notes.  
 
2. Read the attached primary source documents and complete an analysis of 
each document by identifying the source’s point of view, historical context, 
purpose, and intended audience. Guiding questions for analysis are provided 
below with the documents. Your analysis does not have to be formal (Can be 
done in note form) 
 
3. Essay: 
You must choose one of the following questions and write an essay. Your 
essay should have a clear thesis with appropriate historical context and 
supporting evidence.  
 
The essay must be typed in Times New Roman in size 12 font. Please double-
space the essay and have a hard copy to hand in on the first day of classes. The 
maximum page limit is 4 pages. You must have a hard copy printed to hand in 
on the first day of class (9/11).  
 

• How did the identities of colonizing and indigenous American societies 

change as a result of contact in the Americas?  

 

• How did cultural contact challenge the religious and other values systems of 

peoples from the Americas, Africa, and Europe?  

 

• How did the Columbian Exchange—the mutual transfer of material goods, 

commodities, animals, and diseases—affect interaction between Europeans 

and natives and among indigenous peoples in North America?  

 

 



Notes: 
 
This class requires a lot of outside work and independent study. The AP US 
History exam is scheduled on Friday May 11th, 2018.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you all in the fall! 
 
-Ms. Welch and Mr. Ledley 
 


